"As much as al-Qaeda is part of any discussion about terrorism in the US
beings to roll and the far west Chinese province is placed under siege.
Almost as fast, the thousands of International Press mobilize and prepare to exit Beijing and head west to cover the Chinese crackdown. They calculate that this will be the story most will tune in to watch. But, as they drive to the first checkpoint out of town, they are stopped, told to turn back. There will be no press coverage. The official reason is that it is not safe. The People's Republic of China (PRC) promises to assist the press by reporting the story for them.
THESIS -CHINA'S INFORMATION WARFARE (IW) TACTICS WILL SUFFOCATE ETIMs

AMBITION
The Uyghur, like the better-known Tibetans, have been in a low-level rebellion since
China became communist in 1949. After 9-11, the Chinese lumped Uyghur issues in with the "global war on terrorism (GWOT)" and attempted to align the Chinese cause with the US in an attempt to gain legitimacy. The thesis of this paper will expose China's comprehensive and relentless IW strategy. It will also show the many methods the Chinese use that are unpalatable to a Western sensibility. First, there is China's IW tactics; second, their crack-downs are reported to be harsh and draconian, and finally, their long-term strategy is a form of forced assimilation.
With the now-widespread access to internet (even though China tries to block it), mass-media and communication, there is serious concern whether this strategy and its tactics will be sustainable. Qaeda. This development narrowed ETIM's cause to include the desire for an independent Islamic state. Also, the Chinese became increasingly heavy-handed in the 1990's in reaction to the group activities, in turn adding to the Uyghur cause fighting state oppression in general.
BEGINNINGS OF AN INSURGENCY -THE ETIM CAUSE
INSURGENT AND COUNTER INSURGENT TACTICS
As mentioned, the ETIM movement has been stuck in the initial stages of their movement, mostly due to the effectiveness of China's totalitarian-style policing. To gain notoriety and use the limited tools at their disposal, the ETIM has conducted terrorist acts, such as bombings and assassinations. 8 Most recently it is their threats against the Olympics that are garnering world-wide publicity.
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The most interesting and valuable aspects of this struggle that are relevant to the US are the counterinsurgency tactics. ETIM could not have a more menacing opponent, as the origins of the current Chinese ruling party is based on insurgency. In other words, Chairman Mao wrote the book! He captured the essence of (counter) insurgency and built the current Chinese "political machine from the population upward."
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China uses IW comprehensively against the Uyghur to control the population and enforce the "counter-cause." Galula in his classic book "Counterinsurgency Warfare" classifies propaganda as a "secondary tool." 11 Perhaps, he didn't foresee how far China would raise this art form, and how powerful its effect would be in the information age. In the run-up to the Olympics, propaganda and counter-terror activity has been furious.
The activity began as monthly, then weekly and is now daily, with reports of killings, detainments, and terror plots being broken up. It truly sounds like they are "prepping the information environment" to counter anything spectacular. 
LONG TERM STRATEGY
A long term approach is through resettlement policies, which "as in Tibet…have resulted But, China's most famous tactic is to execute and incarcerate, which it does very efficiently and, critically, with almost no foreign press coverage. As was explained in this paper, the Chinese have a well-developed IW apparatus and the willingness to use it to its fullest potential. But, even the Chinese admit that key aspects of their censorship strategy are failing. 24 The US must seize this opportunity to learn and develop its own IW systems. For example, the US could even possibly exploit this opportunity by continuing its tradition of proxy wars, by indirectly supporting ETIM. Many observers believe we are already engaged with them in an information war. And, perhaps most importantly, we could finally leverage the nascent Islamic awakening and redirect some of that energy towards China.
Indeed, China is already experiencing some anti-Chinese Islamic terrorism in Pakistan. 25 However, this latest round of globalism is still in its pre-teen years and we need a steady hand and self-confidence. No matter how attractive China's techniques may seem from a retributive and kinetic perspective. It will only continue and may even exacerbate the problem. If we wish to win our insurgent wars, we must become a little like the population we are supporting. , and 40 years later almost no blood was shed and the Canadian government made soft concessions that were unthinkable (and unpalatable to a majority of Canadians), yet mostly effective.
